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“There is no better place to create a community of caring than 
in our schools—the heart of our future.”

Patricia G·ndara 
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Preface
The Community of the School commemorates the rst ten years of publica-

tion of the School Community Journal.  Since the rst issue appeared in 
1991, the journal has held that the hope for American education lies in 
the cooperative pursuits of people intimately attached to their schools.  
To this image of the school as a community, the School Community Journal 
is devoted.

The school is often discussed in terms of its relationship to the community, 
suggesting that the school is something apart from community. In fact, the 
school exists within a mosaic of overlapping communities and is, itself, 
capable of functioning as a community.

A community is a group of people associated with one another who 
share some common values. Geography does not make community, nor 
does membership nor casual afliation. When the school functions as a 
community rather than in a community, its constituents (students, parents, 
teachers, staff) associate with one another and share common values about 
the education of children.

At the root, members of the school community assume responsibility 
for one another. Those children become our children, and parents are not 
external agents but full partners in the education of their children and of 
each other's children. Teachers are not isolated practitioners of pedagogy, 
but professionals integrated into the web of community and buoyed by 
common purpose.

It is our hope that The Community of the School will contribute to a sense of 
common cause for all members of school communities in order to distribute 
the load as well as the joy of caring.
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Foreword

 In ten years, Sam Redding and his editorial staff, advisors, reviewers, 
and hundreds of contributors turned a new and needed idea into a viable 
and helpful journal.  Redding always intended the School Community 
Journal to reect the diversity of a real community.  Submissions were 
invited from researchers, administrators, teachers, school boards, parents, 
and others who were working collaboratively to develop the sense of 
community in schools.  The contributors have shared a mix of quantitative 
and qualitative research, descriptions and evaluations of programs, 
reviews, and essays.
 The design of the School Community Journal was and remains 
particularly appropriate because the eld of school, family, and community 
partnerships has been distinguished by a close connection of research, 
policy, and practice.  Research interests and practical goals for improving 
parental and community involvement have emerged and increased 
simultaneously.  Studies of family involvement and home-school-
community relations have been conducted in cooperation with educators, 
based on the experiences, questions, and concerns of parents, teachers, 
administrators, community partners, and students.  Results of research 
have been swiftly translated and applied in practice (Epstein, Coates, 
Salinas, Sanders, & Simon, 1997). 

There is a growing recognition that all elements of school improve-
ment (e.g., challenging curricula, instruction for active learning, rigorous 
assessments, and school and classroom organization) are more likely 
to succeed if families are involved in ways that help students focus on 
learning and schoolwork.  It also is clear that all teachers and administrators 
must be prepared to create effective partnership programs to ensure good 
schools and successful students (Epstein, 2001).
 When the School Community Journal first appeared, it looked 
tentative and temporary.  Now, stable and formidable, it serves as a serious 
outlet for exploratory and intensive studies, formative and summative 
program evaluations, analytic frameworks, and discussions of important 
topics. This eclectic collection of articles from the first ten years of 
publication reects the journal’s diverse contents.  It includes reports 
from school principals Hara and Burke on their practical approaches to 
partnerships; exploratory analyses of student outcomes by school district 
evaluators Yap and Enoki; qualitative studies of parents and teachers by A. 
Baker; exploratory quantitative analyses of partnerships in early childhood 
by McBride, Rane, and Bae; analyses of family involvement in reading 
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by Baker and Moss; an historical review of families and children in 
education by Hiatt-Michael; results of coursework on family involvement 
for preservice teachers by Katz and Bauch; and many more.
 School, family, and community partnerships is a young and vibrant 
eld of study.  Increasingly, undergraduate and graduate students and 
professors in sociology, psychology, and education are reading about and 
researching all aspects of school, family, and community partnerships 
at various grade levels and in diverse communities.  As the eld grows, 
research, policy, and practice will continue to improve — something to 
watch in the School Community Journal over the next 10 years.

Joyce L. Epstein,  Director
Center on School, Family and Community Partnerships

 and the National Network of Partnership Schools
Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore Maryland
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